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Abstract

Today, health tourism is considered one of the most important branches of the tourism industry,
which brings high economic and social benefits for the country of Iran. Also, this type of tourism
contributes significantly to the economic development of the country and provides many income
opportunities for different economic sectors. The main purpose of this research is to analyze the
potentials and obstacles of the development of health tourism in Ardabil province, which was
carried out in 1401. The present research was conducted in terms of practical purpose and with a
descriptive-analytical method and in the form of a survey.The statistical population of the research
includes experts, managers, and tourism activists, and the data and findings of the research have
been examined and analyzed with a combination of SWOT and AHP methods. In this way, a list
of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats of health tourism and spas in Ardabil province
was prepared through interviews with tourism experts and university professors. Then the
obtained factors were prioritized using the hierarchical AHP method. In this research, the required
information was collected through interviews and paired comparison questionnaires. Then this
information was analyzed by Expert Choice 9.0 software. The results of the research show that
according to the experts, diversity (ST1), defensive (WT1 and WT3) and revision (WQ3)
strategies are among the first priorities of health tourism development in Ardabil province.

Keywords: health tourism, Ardabil province, development, potential, obstacles.
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